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Research Policy
“ICAIRE”

Section One: Introduction:

This policy governs research collaboration
with the International Center for Al Research
and Ethics (ICAIRE), under the auspices of
UNESCO, and comprises two parts: co-
authorship and collaborative publication, and
research data sharing.

It applies to collaborating researchers, partner
institutions, and respondents participating in
studies, in accordance with the Personal Data
Protection Law of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and its Regulations, referred to
collectively in this policy as “the Personal
Data Protection Law”.
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Part One: Co-Authorship and Collaborative Publication
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Section Two: Co-Authorship Criteria:

Research collaboration is treated under two
tracks according to the nature of the
contribution of the International Center for Al
Research and Ethics:

First, the co-authorship track:

The International Center for AI Research and
Ethics is listed as a co-author where it has
made a substantive intellectual contribution to
the work, such as participating in the study
design, conducting the analysis, or drafting the
paper. The research lead designated by the
International Center for AI Research and
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Ethics is named as its representative in
authorship and is responsible for final
approval of the version to be published and for
accountability for it.

Second, the acknowledgement and
institutional affiliation track:

Where the role of the International Center for
Al Research and Ethics is limited to
institutional support, survey distribution,
website publication, or providing access, the
International Center for AI Research and
Ethics is named in the acknowledgements or
as the supporting institutional affiliation, and
is not listed among the authors.

The applicable track is determined in writing
at the outset of the collaboration, not at the
point of submission for publication.

Section Three: Authorship Order:

The first author is the person who made
the most substantive contribution to the
work, whether in design, data collection,
or drafting.

Authors affiliated with the International
Center for Al Research and Ethics are
ordered according to their actual
contribution, not institutional seniority.

The order is agreed in writing at the
outset of the collaboration, and a
statement describing each author's role is
attached to the work.

Section Four: Review Prior to Publication:

No collaborative work is published or
submitted to a publisher before passing the
approval route of the International Center for
Al Research and Ethics, which is the existing
route itself: initial completeness screening,
then white paper or scientific paper review
according to its type, then final approval by
the International Center for AI Research and
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Ethics (ICAIRE).

No parallel review route is created for this
purpose.

Section Five: Attribution Wording and Use
of the Logo:
Every co-published work carries the
following standard wording: “A joint
publication of the International Center for
Al Research and Ethics (ICAIRE) and
[Partner Institution / Author].”

The name, the logo, and the visual
identity of the International Center for Al
Research and Ethics, and any
abbreviation referring to it, may not be
used on any work, whether for
promotional or for any other purpose,
before final approval under Section Four.

Any use of the name or the logo must
comply with the applicable approved
usage guidelines and policies.

Section Six: Intellectual Property:

The International Center for Al Research
and Ethics holds copyright in the
collaborative work jointly with the co-
authors.

Each party retains a perpetual license to
reuse the work for its own non-
commercial academic purposes, including
teaching, subsequent research, and
inclusion in a dissertation.

Neither party may commercially license
the work without the other party's written
consent.

Section Seven: Secondary-Use Disclosure:

A collaborating researcher must disclose any
secondary use they intend for the work or its
data, such as inclusion in a doctoral or
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master's dissertation, and it must be agreed
before the collaboration begins, not
afterwards.

This disclosure is a mandatory field in the
research proposal submission form, and a
proposal is not accepted without it.

Section Eight: Funding and Conflict-of-
Interest Disclosure:

Every co-author provides a mandatory
disclosure across four fields, being the same
fields applied to the works of the International
Center for Al Research and Ethics itself:

+ Funding source: the funder is named, or
the absence of external funding is stated.

+ Co-author affiliations: every institution is
listed, and any institutional interest in the
research outcome is flagged.

+ Data source ownership and terms: the
origin of the data and its terms of use are
stated: proprietary, licensed, public, or
consented.

« Personal interest in the outcome: stated
explicitly even where none exists.

A disclosure limited to “N/A” or “no
conflicts” without explanation is not accepted,
since the purpose is to confirm that the
question was genuinely considered.

Section Nine: Governance of Partnerships
and Scope of Collaboration:

Governance arrangements are graduated
according to the size of the partnership or
collaboration:

A single external collaborator: one named
point of contact at the International
Center for Al Research and Ethics
handles coordination and approvals.

« A multi-institutional collaboration: a Joint
Steering Committee is formed at the
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initiative of the International Center for
Al Research and Ethics, comprising the
Principal Investigator of the participating
institution and the research lead
designated by the International Center for
Al Research and Ethics; each party names
its own representatives. The Committee
meets monthly during active work and
quarterly thereafter.

Section Ten: Dispute Resolution:

This policy is subject to the regulations in
force in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Any dispute regarding content, framing,
or authorship shall be resolved amicably;
if an amicable resolution is not reached
within (30) days of the dispute arising, the
matter shall be referred to the competent
authorities in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.
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Part Two: Research Data Sharing
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Section Eleven: Definitions:

Direct identifier: any item that identifies
the data subject on its own, such as name,
national ID number, email address,
mobile number, photograph, or voice
recording.

Indirect identifier: any item that does not
identify the data subject on its own but
permits identification when combined
with other data, such as the combination
of job title, employer, city, and age group,
or any category cell containing fewer than
five respondents.

Pseudonymization: replacing direct
identifiers with a pseudonymous key
while retaining a separate linkage table.
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Pseudonymized data remains personal
data and stays fully subject to this Part.

+ Anonymization: removal of direct
identifiers, treatment of indirect
identifiers, and destruction of any linkage
table, such that re-identification is not
possible by means reasonably available.
Anonymization is not complete where
only direct identifiers have been treated.

+ Sensitive data: as defined in the Personal
Data Protection Law, this means any
personal data relating to an individual's
ethnic or racial origin, or religious,
intellectual, or political belief; security
and criminal data; biometric data that
identifies the individual; genetic data;
health data; and data indicating that an
individual's parents, or one of them, is
unknown.

« Destruction: as defined in the Personal
Data Protection Law, this means any
action taken on personal data that renders
it impossible to access or retrieve again,
or to identify its subject specifically.

+ Collection instrument: any survey, form,
interview guide, or proposal submission
form used to collect data.

+ Data Specification: the document that, for
each research project, describes its data,
roles, sensitivity classification, and
retention period, and is approved by the
International Center for AI Research and
Ethics before collection begins.

Section Twelve: Data Classification:

The data of each research project is classified
according to its sensitivity under the following
three levels, with sensitive data among it
determined in accordance with the definition
in the Personal Data Protection Law. The
classification is recorded in the Data
Specification before collection begins, and the
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storage, access, sharing, and retention controls
are graduated according to the level:

Level One (Public): aggregate or
anonymized data containing neither direct
nor indirect identifiers. Accessible to the
project team and eligible for open release.

Level Two (Restricted): pseudonymized
data, or data containing indirect
identifiers. Encrypted storage with access
logging; accessible to the Principal
Researcher and the named contact in the
Research Department of the International
Center for AI Research and Ethics; shared
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Level Three (Sensitive): sensitive data as
defined in Section Eleven, and any raw
identifiable data. Encrypted storage
within the Kingdom with access logging
and per-access individual approval; never
released openly; collection requires
explicit ethics approval under Section
Fifteen.

The classification of a dataset may not be
lowered except after it has actually been
anonymized under Section Eleven, and the
downgrade is documented in the Data
Specification.

Section Thirteen: Project Roles: ¢ o sduall sloal :yiie cIWIN wil

Four standing roles are defined for every
research project, and the responsibility of each
is written into the Data Specification rather
than left implicit:
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Principal Researcher: designs the study,
owns the Data Specification, and is
accountable for the integrity of collection
and analysis. The Principal Researcher
engages with the International Center for
Al Research and Ethics in a personal
capacity; the entity they are affiliated with
is not a party to the collaboration unless a
separate agreement is concluded with it.
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The Principal Researcher confirms that
they have obtained any approvals
required by their institution and that they
hold the right to grant the rights provided
for in this policy.

+ Field and Distribution Contact: a member
of the Research Department at the
International Center for Al Research and
Ethics, named individually where the
International Center for Al Research and
Ethics participates in distribution, and
responsible for internal approvals.

« Partner Institutions: any university,
ministry, or organization distributing or
hosting the study instrument on the
researcher's behalf.

« Respondents: the data subjects
participating in the study.

Data collection contributors are tracked in a
register separate from the publication
authorship record; a person who assisted in
distributing a study instrument is a data
contributor and does not thereby become a co-
author of the resulting publication.

Section Fourteen: Data Collection
Methods:

First, minimum content of the consent
notice:

Every data collection instrument must,
without exception, include the following:

+ The law or laws applicable to the
processing, in particular the Personal Data
Protection Law (PDPL), and any other
applicable regime.

+ An explicit statement of every intended
use of the data, including any personal
academic use by the researcher.

+ The data retention period.

+ A named point of contact within the
International Center for AI Research and
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Ethics for questions or withdrawal of
consent.

Second, consent and legal basis:

The International Center for Al Research and
Ethics adopts explicit, informed consent for all
research activities in which identifiable data is
collected. Article (27) of the Personal Data
Protection Law permits processing for
research purposes without consent in specific
and narrow cases; it may not be relied upon in
any project without a written opinion from the
authorised official at the International Center
for Al Research and Ethics.

Third, translation:

Collection instruments drafted in languages
other than Arabic and English require
professional translation with independent
back-translation before use.

Section Fifteen: Ethics Review:

Ethics review of research is carried out by
the body competent for that purpose
within the International Center for Al
Research and Ethics under its approved
review system. Collection of any data
may not begin before the review, scrutiny,
and approval are complete; review before
publication alone is not sufficient.

The review covers: the Data
Specification, the collection instrument,
the text of the consent notice, the
sensitivity classification, the retention and
anonymization plan, and any use of
automated tools.

The consent of a guardian or their
equivalent is required for projects that
involve the collection of data from minors
or from vulnerable groups, and the data of
such projects is classified as Level Three.

The International Center for Al Research
and Ethics does not proactively collect
data from minors; their participation is
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accepted only where it is necessary for
the research purpose, justified in the Data
Specification, and subject to ethical
scrutiny.

Section Sixteen: Data Storage:

The International Center for AI Research and
Ethics takes the organisational, administrative,
and technical measures necessary to ensure
the privacy of data subjects and the security of
their personal data, in accordance with the
Personal Data Protection Law.

Data residency: as a commitment of the
International Center for Al Research and
Ethics, data collected from respondents
based in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is
stored within the Kingdom.

The minimum security standard includes
encryption at rest and in transit and access

logging.

Section Seventeen: Transfer of Data
Outside the Kingdom:

As arule, personal data is not transferred
outside the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Where
international research collaboration requires
making it available to a researcher or
institution abroad, the following order of
preference applies:

First option (remote processing): the
external researcher analyses the data
within the technical environment of the
International Center for AI Research and
Ethics without a copy being handed over,
so the data remains within the Kingdom
and only results leave. This is the default
option.

Second option (transfer of an anonymized
copy): an anonymized copy under Section
Eleven is transferred, and this policy no
longer applies to it after anonymization.
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Third option (transfer of personal data):
permitted only for the purpose of
conducting scientific research and studies,
being among the purposes set out in
Article (2) of the Regulation on Personal
Data Transfer Outside the Kingdom; with
the approval of the authorised official at
the International Center for Al Research
and Ethics; and upon satisfying the
conditions set out in paragraph (2) of
Article (29) of the Personal Data
Protection Law, namely: that the transfer
or disclosure does not prejudice national
security or the vital interests of the
Kingdom; that an adequate level of
protection for personal data is available
outside the Kingdom, not less than the
level established by the Law and its
Regulations, as determined by the
assessment conducted by the competent
authority; and that the transfer or
disclosure is limited to the minimum
personal data necessary.

An agreement is concluded with the receiving
party specifying the purpose, duration of use,
and security controls, prohibiting onward
transfer to a third party, and requiring
destruction of the data once the purpose is
fulfilled. Level Three data is not transferred
outside the Kingdom under any circumstances
except after anonymization.

Section Eighteen: Data Access Rights:

Access to raw, non-anonymized data is limited
to the Principal Researcher and the named
contact at the International Center for Al
Research and Ethics.

This access does not extend to any partner
institution that merely assisted in distributing
the study instrument, unless a separate data-
sharing agreement is concluded with that
institution.
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Section Nineteen: Third-Party Distribution
Approval:

Distribution of study instruments through third
parties is subject to a tiered approval
requirement based on the channel:

The direct network of the International
Center for AI Research and Ethics:
standard internal sign-off is sufficient.

Named partner institutions: require that
partner's own agreement to distribute.

Government channels (ministries and
national authorities): approval by the
authorised official at the International
Center for Al Research and Ethics is
required first, followed by the agreement
of the ministry or national authority to
distribute.

Section Twenty: Data Ownership and
Retention:

By default, ownership of collected data rests
with the International Center for Al Research
and Ethics, and the researcher holds a license
to use it for research and publication purposes
for as long as the collaboration subsists. A
different arrangement may be agreed in
writing for large-scale partnerships.

Personal data is kept in a form permitting
identification of data subjects only for as long
as is necessary to fulfil the purpose for which
it was collected. This period is specified for
each project in the Data Specification before
collection begins.

Upon fulfilment of the purpose or expiry of
the specified period, whichever is earlier, the
data is anonymized or destroyed.

Destruction is carried out in a secure manner
preventing the data from being viewed or
retrieved again.
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Section Twenty-One: Record of Processing
Activities:

The International Center for AI Research and
Ethics maintains a written and accurate record
of the personal data processing activities
carried out in its research projects.

For each activity, the record includes: the
contact details of the International Center for
Al Research and Ethics, the purpose of the
processing, the categories of personal data
processed, the categories of data subjects, the
parties to whom the data has been disclosed,
the specified retention period, and any transfer
of data outside the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The record is retained throughout the
processing period and for five years thereafter,
and is made available to the competent
authority upon request.

Section Twenty-Two: Automated
Processing and Al Tools:

The International Center for AI Research
and Ethics may use automated tools,
including artificial intelligence models,
for data cleaning, coding, and statistical
analysis, and for the initial screening of
research proposals.

No decision affecting a data subject or a
proposal applicant, such as acceptance,
rejection, or exclusion, is taken by purely
automated means; a responsible human
review is required in every case before
the decision is adopted.

Level Three data is not entered into any
external automated tool, and identifiable
respondent data is not used to train any
model.

The use of automated tools is disclosed in
the consent notice wherever it affects the
processing of a respondent's data.
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Section Twenty-Three: Rights of the Data
Subject and Their Limits:

Right to be informed: to be informed of
the legal basis for the collection of their
personal data and the purpose of
collection, and of how it is processed,
stored, anonymized, and destroyed.

Right of access: to access and view their
personal data held by the International
Center for Al Research and Ethics.

Right to obtain data: to request their
personal data in a readable and clear
format, within the periods set out in
Section Twenty-Four.

Right to correction: to request the
correction, completion, or updating of
their personal data.

Right to destruction: to request the
destruction of their personal data that is
no longer needed.

+ Withdrawal of consent: to withdraw
consent to processing at any time unless
legitimate purposes entail otherwise;
withdrawal has no retroactive effect on
processing lawfully carried out before it.

Limits on the exercise of these rights:

A correction or destruction request cannot

be executed after the data has been
anonymized or after results have been
published in aggregate form, as the link
between the data and its subject is

severed; the data subject is notified of this

upon submitting the request.

The International Center for Al Research
and Ethics may retain data after the need
for it has ended only in the two cases
recognised by the Personal Data
Protection Law: where a statutory
justification requires its retention for a
specified period, or where it is closely
connected to a case pending before a
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judicial authority.

Section Twenty-Four: Exercising Rights

and Time Limits:

The data subject may request access, a copy,
correction, or destruction by contacting:
info@icaire.org.

The International Center for Al Research
and Ethics acknowledges receipt of the
request and confirms whether it is
complete within seven business days.

The International Center for Al Research
and Ethics executes rights requests
without delay and within a period not
exceeding thirty days.

The period may be extended by a further
thirty days where execution requires
unexpected or unusual additional effort,
such as where the data is spread across
more than one project or held by a
collaborating researcher, or where the
data subject has made multiple requests,
provided the data subject is notified of the
extension and its justification before the
original period expires.

Section Twenty-Five: Data Breach
Notification:

Any suspected personal data breach must
be escalated internally to the Personal
Data Protection Officer within twenty-
four hours of becoming aware of it.

The International Center for AI Research
and Ethics notifies the Saudi Data and
Artificial Intelligence Authority (SDAIA)
within seventy-two hours as required by
law; the internal escalation window
provides sufficient margin to investigate
the incident before notification.

Section Twenty-Six: Data Release upon
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Project Completion:

Release of an anonymized version of the
dataset for replication purposes is
recommended but not mandatory.

Release is a decision made jointly by the
International Center for AI Research and
Ethics and the researcher rather than an
assumed default, since not every dataset can
be safely and fully anonymized.

Section Twenty-Seven: Termination of
Collaboration:

If the collaboration ends before
publication, the collected data remains
owned by the International Center for Al
Research and Ethics under Section
Twenty.

The researcher's license to use the data for

their own separate purposes does not
survive termination of the collaboration.

18 o yinall

bl degass 4o 4J.é.>u.d| e yaos sogy
Lol U3 0080 of oyo0 ol zLs] sale] olyed
Sl Jgall 5834 oy Boyziiea 1138yl 55529
3] Lol ¥ ol eldaodl Bl olddsly
Jolsl ¥l Lgadl) &yl wbly degana S o

ULl Lad ol L8 qaleall el 13]
el @Mz Ty @logd Joall 3S5all @Sslas deganall
ol aadl 38 gc.b.kz,oﬁ L83

CJUL#.J‘ P'M’ ] Q_9 g,‘.'>-LJ| Loy yadiad ﬂg
ool elgi] asy dldtuall aslyed

Final Provisions
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Section Twenty-Eight: Data Protection
Officer and Inquiries:

Name: Data Management Officer at the
International Center for AI Research and
Ethics (ICAIRE).

Inquiries relating to this policy or to the
handling of personal data, and requests to
exercise data subject rights, are submitted by
email to: info@icaire.org.

The data subject has the right to lodge a
complaint with the Saudi Data and Artificial
Intelligence Authority (SDAIA).

Section Twenty-Nine: Policy Updates:
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This policy was last updated on 7 October
2026.

The administration of the International Center
for Al Research and Ethics reserves the right
to add to or change any of the provisions of
this policy, and those concerned will be
notified.

Arabic is the official language for applying
these terms and conditions. In the event of any
discrepancy in interpretation between
language versions, the Arabic text shall
prevail.

Section Thirty: Supervising Entity:

Supervising entity: International Center for Al
Research and Ethics (ICAIRE).
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